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Club Circular 13/2023-2024
Memorandum
From

SABLES BOWLING ASSOCIATION

21st November 2024
TO:
   CLUB PRESIDENTS

   CLUB SECRETARIES
   
   
                 
SUBJECT:  Lightning 2024
Dear All
Lightning safety and rules.
Once again, the question of safety relating to possible lightning is causing some confusion.

Some facts:

South Africa has the 3rd highest reported deaths from lightning in the world. It is widely thought that the actual deaths are under recorded.

The ridge that forms the West Rand is amongst the areas in the world with the highest number of lightning strikes.

A storm cell will travel at around 80kms per hour.

Lightning can routinely strike up to 16+ kilometres from the storm cell.

The possibility of lightning continues for some 30 minutes after the cell passes.

The possibility of death or serious injury is a real if unlikely fact. We cannot risk such an incident.

There are various laws which cover safety at clubs (see circular 69 from BSA.) they are numerous and are progressively more onerous.

BSA have a recommendation of 16 kms, the district use 15 kms. That is the minimum safe distance.

It is the responsibility of a venue to ensure that anyone within the venue is in a safe environment, regardless of why they are present.

In the event of someone being injured the person responsible (Tournament Official/venue safety officer or the club president) will be required to prove that all precautions were in place and in use.

The district has prescribed rules, the venue will have to prove that it knew the rules, had a lightning detection system, that it was functioning and that all persons in the venue were advised to seek shelter and were required to do so.

Historically where such an incident has occurred, charges of manslaughter have been considered and, in some cases, the responsible person has been convicted.

In the end the possibility of legal consequences is irrelevant

We do not want anyone hurt at one of our clubs.

Please follow the safety rules.

Brian Oxley

Sables District President
	Email:  sablesbowls1@gmail.com   Cell no:  071 688 3088             


	
	


